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Highest temperature at Mission Valley, upper mainland, 98 
deg., lowest, 17 deg. below; mean annual, 43.40 deg.; rainfall, 
5.52 inches; snowfall, 59.7. Average rainfall Nicola Lake—in- 
terior plateau—12 inches, 

Forests, Ets.—Forests among most valuable resources of 


- Provinee, Coasts as far north as Alaska covered with dense 


growth of yaluable timber Estimated wooded area, 285,554 

squaremiles. Treesattain gigantic size on west slopes of Coast 

Ranges; among the most valuable are Oregon pine or Douglas 

fir, red and yellow cedar, and white spruce. Available timber 

1898, 40 to 100 billion feet. Sawmills 1897, 90; capacity, 1,693,000 

feet ay: timber cut for year, 105,939,397 feet; exported, 
984,564 feet. 


Agriculture, Etc.—Principal agricultura! districts Fraser 
ey southwestern portion of Vancouver Island, and Okana- 
gon istrict; aggregate area of cultivable lands about 500,000 
acres. In the latter are still more extensive areas suitable for 
grazing only. Throughout the Province, howeyer, are large 
areas of open country, chiefly pastoral or requiring irrigation 
for crops. Area under cultivation small; farming methods 
still somewhat primitive. Country adapted to cereals, fruits, 
grasses, hops, flax, sugar beet, tubacco, and vegetables. Special 
attention given to fruit culture at New Westminster and Yale. 
Large tracts of excellent pasture; interest in dairy farming 
growing rapidly. 

Fisheries.— Among natural resources fisheries second only 
to mining. Salmon canning and fur sealing most valuable 
branches of industry “Deep-sea fisheries important and steadily 
developing. Salmon, sturgeon, halibut, cod, oysters, crabs, 
lead in value. In 1896, 55 salmon canneries had an investment 
of $2,000,000, value of fishing apparatus 1899, $2,710,323; of fishery 
Rens $5,214,074; salmon taken, $4,007,396; halibut, $103,750; 

erring, $37,450; cod, $26,875; fur-seal skins, $441,825; oysters, 
$12,000; smelts, $3,700; all others, $581,078. Salmon pack, 1900, 
765,519 cases; value fish operas: $3,443,037; in 1899 was $2,740,100. 
Halibut and sturgeon fisheries rapidly increasing in amount. 
Aggregate value of fisheries’ products, including fur seals, 
from 1876 to 1900 was $60,525,948. 
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Mineral the chief source of wealth. Gold found through- 
out the Vinee; richest district Cariboo. Coal deposits large 
and widely distributed, Comox—area about 300 square miles— 
and Nanaimo—200—most important flelds; extensive deposits 
also in Crow’s Nest Pass. Silver, lead, and copper mined; cin- 
nabar ledge operated at Kamloops Lake. Large iron deposits 
on Texada Island; platinum, gypsum, asbestos, plumbago, and 
mica exist. Value of total mineral production up to and in- 
cluding 1900, $152,155,208. Value of gold output 1900, $4,732,105; 
silver, $2,309,200; copper, $1,615,289; lead, $2,691,887; coal, $4,818,- 
785. Total mineral output, 1900, $16,344,751. 

Population increased from 49 459 in 1881 to 98,173 in 1891; 
whites, 65,527; Indians, 28,257: Chinese, 9,386. In 1901, popula- 
tion was 178,657 

Cities.— Victoria, on Vancouver Island, capital and oldest 
city in Province; large shipping trade and an extensive whole- 
sale business, population 1901, 20.316 Vuncouwrer, on mainiand, 
terminus of Canadian Pacific Railway, has chief harbor—Bur- 
rard Inlet—port of call for Australian and Orlental steamers; 
center of British Columbia lumber trade; population, 26,138. 
New Westminster has important manufactures and valuable 
trade in lumber and salmon; population 1901, 6,499, Nanaimo 
on Vancouver Island, center of coal mining industry; goo 
harbor and large trade in coal, population, 6,180. Rossland, an 
important mining center, population, 6,159 

Railways, Etc. — Miles of railway 1897, 860; 1900, 1,807. 
Capital invested in railways and telegraphs 1897, $47,500,000. 

Education, Ete.—Schools undenominational and sup- 
ported by Government. Instruction free; attendance compul- 
sory. In 1900, 246 elementary, 48 graded and 4 high schools; 
enrollment, 21,531, Indian schools, 1899, 38, 1,507 pupils; total 
expenditure, $310,000 At census of 1891 there were 23,619 
Church of England adherents, 20,848 Roman Catholics, 15,284 
Presbyterians, 14,298 Methodists, 3,098 Baptists. 

Government in hands of Lieutenant-Governor, an Ex- 
ecutive Council, and a Legislative Assembly. Represented 
in Dominion Parliament by 6 Representatives and 3 Sen- 
ators. 





NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. 


Historical.—Territory tributary to Hudson Bay granted 
to Hudson’s Bay Company 1670; North West Company chartered 
1783; two companies united 1821. Fort Selkirk established 1848. 
Territory acquired by Dominion 1869. Keewatin District 
created out of territories 1876. Gold discovered on Stewart 
River 1885; Klondikewliscoveries 1896-7. Provisional districts 
of Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Athabasca formed 
1882; Ungava, Mackenzie, and Franklin 1895; Yukon 1898; latter 
made separate territory under Commissioner by Canadian 
Parliament. In 1900 there were over 1,900 miles of railway 
in operation. 

Area.—Athabasca, 251,300 square miles; Saskatchewan, 114,- 
000; Alberta, 100,000; Assiniboia, 90,340; Yukon, 198,300. Ungaya, 
Mackenzie, and Franklin about 1,019,200 square miles. 

Physical Features.— Rocky Mountains in extreme north- 
“west; Reindeer or Caribou in Northern Athabasca. Southern 
portion generally level, lands mainly prairie; eastern extremely 
uneyen, large portion occupied by Hudson Bay. Numerous 
large lakes a prominent feature; Great Bear, Great Slave, and 
Athabasca lakes the largest. Two great river systems, one 
draining into Arctic Ocean, the other into Hudson Bay. Mac- 
kenzie the great Arctic river; Churchill, Nelson, and Severn 
tributaries of Hudson Bay. 

Climate ranges from Porpatauly oy mild winters and hot, 
dry summers of Alberta to rigorous climate of far north. In 
extreme northwest, east of Rockies, climate milder than 
in eastern sections in same latitude. Rainfall varies with 
locality. Altitude of Battleford, Saskatchewan, 1,615 feet; 
mean temperature, 34.2 deg.; July, 65 deg.; January, 1.3 deg. 
below. Altitude Fort McLeod, Athabasca, 2,400 feet; mean 
temperature, 42.6 deg., January, 14.4 deg.; July, 67.4 deg. Mean 
temperature Dawson: Spring, 14.22 deg.; summer, 59.67 dez.; 
autumn, 17.37 deg.; winter, 30.80 deg. below, 

Agriculture.—Agricultural possibilities of large areas 
yery great; fertile belt of Saskatchewan 64,400 square miles. 
Chief product wheat; largest wheat area in valleys of Atha- 
basca and Peace rivers. Area occupied in Assiniboia, Alberta, 
and Saskatchewan 1891, 2,910,144 acres; Cultivated, 194,773. Cul- 
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tivated land East and West Assiniboia, Alberta, and Saskatch- 
ewan 1894, 487,254 acres. Crop returns, 1899: Wheat, 6,915,668 
bushels; oats, 4,686,036 bushels; barley, 387,421 bushels, Ranches 
1895, 195; 1900, 804, covering 610,051 acres, 

Live Stock.—Grazing lands chiefly in Alberta and southern 
part of Assiniboia; climate particularly fayorable to the raising 
of horses and cattle; rearing of cattle especially important in 
Alberta. Total number of live stock 1891, 373,002. In 1894 there 
were in Assiniboia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan, 78,717 horses, 
283,077 cattle, 243,929 sheep, and 29,266 pigs, 

Minerals.— Country rich in minerals. Vast deposits of 
gold, coal, lignite, petroleum, and iron ore exist. Richest 
gold mines in Klondike region, Yukon District. Value of gold 
mined 1897, including output of Yukon fields, $2,550,000, Coal 
abundant in all districts; fields in Alberta especially important 
and extensively worked. Copper ore an alena found in 
Coppermine Valley, Hot mineral springs at Banff. 

opulation 1901, 211,654: Alberta, 65,877; East Assiniboia, 
49,693, West Assiniboia, 17,692; Saskatchewan, 25,679; Yukon, 
27,167; unorganized territories, 25,546. 

Cities.— Regina, Assiniboia District, capital of territories; 
headquarters of the mounted police; population 1901, 2,645. 
OO EY Alberta District, center of stock-raising and irri: 
gated district and the chief city of the territories; population 
4,052. Hdmonton, in Alberta, outlet of important agr cultural 
and mining district; population, 2,636; Battleford and Prince 
Albert, chief towns of Saskatchewan, Dawson, established 
1896, capital of Yukon, and center of gold fields; had a popula- 
tion in 1900 of about 5,400. 

Education, Etce.—Education under contro! of Couneil of 
Public Instruction. Separate schools for Roman Catholics, 
Public schools 1900, 492; total enroliment, 20,348; legislative 
expenditure. $168,322, Indian schools, 1897.70; 2,286 enrolled. In 
1891 there were 15,966 members of the Church of England in 
the territories, 14,344 Roman Catholics, 12,558 Presbyterians, 
8,158 Methodists, and 1,555 Baptists. 

Government administered by a Lieutenant-Governor, an 
Executive Council, and a Legislative Assembly. Council con- 
sists of five members of Assembly selected by Governor and 
re-elected by the ee le. Represented in Dominion Parliament 
by 2 Senators and 4 Representatives. 
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